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In the Name of Allah, the Most 
Beneficent, the Most Merciful 



0 P . 



11. The Book Of The 1 L 1 *CS - (n r ^ji) 

Commencement Of The 
Prayer 



Chapter 1. What Is Done At p Lill j J^j| - (\ _»^J0 

The Beginning Of The Prayer 

(Y OA 4i>elJl) 



877. It was narrated that Ibn ‘Umar 
said: I saw the Messenger of Allah 
when he said the opening Takhir 
of the prayer, raise his hands until 
they were level with his shoulders. 
When he said the Takblr before 
bowing he did likewise, and when he 
said: 1 Sami' Attaint liman hamidah 
(Allah hears those who praise 
Him),’ he did likewise, then he said: 
‘ Rabbana wa lakal-hamd (Our Lord, 
to You be praise).’ But he did not do 
that when he prostrated or when he 
raised his head from prostration.” 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 



» VTA : ^ C J 



1— jL 



1 . The commencement of the prayer occurs with the pronouncement of Attaint Akbar 
- Allah is Supremely Great. It is called TakbiratAl-Ihram - consecratory declaration 
of the Supreme Greatness of Allah, because with this Takbir many things become 
forbidden in prayer, for instance eating, drinking, moving about, talking, etc. 
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2. Raising one’s hands to the shoulders or to the ears is known as Raf Al- 
Yadayn. This Raf Al-Yadayn (raising one’s hands) had been the Prophet’s sg| 
permanent and customary ( Sunnah ) practice. 

Chapter 2. Raising The Hands J IS ^°jJI i ij - (Y 

Before Saying The Takbir " ' 



878. It was narrated that Ibn 
‘Umar said: “I saw the Messenger 
of Allah j§§, when he stood to pray, 
raise his hands until they were in 
level with his shoulders, then he 
said the Takbir. He did that when 
he said the Takbir before bowing, 
and he did that when he raised his 
head from bowing and said: ‘Sami' 
Allahu liman hamidah (Allah hears 
those who praise Him).’ But he did 
not do that during the prostration.” 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 



This Hadith indicates that first the hands should be raised, and in the same 
state, the Takbir should be pronounced. The wisdom in this is that raising the 
hands stands for the negation of false deities, and saying Allahu Akbar is the 
assertion of the Oneness of Allah - of Tawhid. 



Chapter 3. Raising The Hands 
In Level With The Shoulders 

879. It was narrated from 
‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar that when the 
Messenger of Allah $|| started to 
pray, he would raise his hands in 
level with his shoulders, and when 
he bowed and when he raised his 
head from bowing, he would raise 
them likewise and say “Sami' 
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Allahu liman hamidah, Rdbbana wa >° - - >„ • - ' ^ ,, „ , 

lakal-hamd (Allah hears those who 0 J ' " J ^ ^ 

praise Him, our Lord, to You be ^ dJJ5> 

praise).” And he did not do that 
when he prostrated. ( Sahih ) 

Jk ij\ j 4 X Y /Y ^ j iiilila C-jJlp- ^ YY 0 1 ^ t J 

.^oY : ^ 4 Vo f\ : ^ jAj 4 4> ^ JjLJI 

Comments: 

Numerous narrations mention raising the two hands (Yadayn) to a position in 
level with the shoulders. Some reports mention raising the hands to a position 
in level with the ears. ( §ahih Muslim: 391). Both ways are permissible. 

Chapter 4. Raising The Hands -^l Jli, Jj - (t 
Parallel To The Ears ~ 

(rn iu=ii) 



880. It was narrated from ‘Abdul- 
Jabbar bin Wa’il that his father 
said: “I prayed behind the 
Messenger of Allah jg and when 
he started to pray he said the 
Takhir and raised his hands until 
they were in level with his ears. 
Then he recited the Opening of the 
Book, and when he had finished he 
said ‘Amin* and raised his voice 
with it.” (Sahih) 

I t / J&J i3L»— 1 ij 1 } 

J Up e jiS t N £ * 

881. It was narrated from Malik bin 
Al-Huwairith - who was one of the 
Companions of the Prophet £g - 
that when the Messenger of Allah 
HI prayed he would raise his hands 
— when he said the Takbir — until 
they were parallel to his ears, and 
when he wanted to bow and when he 
raised his head from bowing. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

This demonstrates that the act of raising hands (to ears or to a position in 
level with one’s shoulders) should be performed in the posture of standing 
(the Qiyam ) before the act of bowing and not while bowing. Likewise, when 
the worshipper raises his head (from the bowing posture) and assumes an 
upright posture, the hands should be raised then, and not while raising the 
head. In other words, the raising of the hands ought to be performed in the 
upright standing posture. 

882. It was narrated that Malik bin : jy ^ - AAY 

Al-IJuwairith said: “I saw the ^ ^ ^ s ^ 

Messenger of Allah jjg, when he if eg* Cf - 



started to pray, raise his hands, and 
when he bowed, and when he 
raised his head from bowing, until 
they were parallel with the top of 
his ears.” {Sahih) 



<y. if if 
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Chapter 5. Location Of The 
Thumbs When Raising The 
Hands 

883. It was narrated from Abdul- 
Jabbar bin Wa’il, from his father, 
that he saw the Prophet |g, when 
he started to pray, raise his hands 
until his thumbs were almost level 
with his earlobes. (Da ( if) 



• i/J 
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Comments: 

The most appropriate way of raising the hands is .such that one’s fingertips are 
even with the tops of one’s ears, the upper part of the thumbs are even with 
the earlobes, and the lower rim of the palms are even with one’s shoulders. 




The B ook of The Commencement .. 21 






Chapter 6. Raising The Hands, 
Extended 113 



— (*t 

(Yir aa >^\) 



884. Sa‘eed bin SanTan said: “Abu 
Hurairah came to the Masjid of 
Banu Zuraiq and said: ‘There are 
three things that the Messenger of 
Allah jg| used to do and the people 
have abandoned; he used to raise 
his hands extended when praying, 
and he would fall silent briefly, and 
say Takbir when he prostrated and 
when he sat up.”’ (Hasan) 
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Comments: 

Slothfully acting people had, after the lifetime of the Prophet’s $g 
Companions themselves, abandoned some of the Prophet’s jgjg Sunnah 
practices. Such practices, they felt, were not obligatory. The Din (the 
Religion) does not become complete by observing obligations alone; the 
Prophet’s customs (the Sunan) are also essential. Altogether abandonment 
of the Prophet’s $§; practices is blameworthy and condemnable. 



Chapter 7. Obligation Of The 
First Takbir 



885. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah 3 H entered the Masjid, then a 
man entered and prayed, then he 
came and greeted the Messenger of 
Allah «H with Salam. The 
Messenger of Allah |g returned his 
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[1I They disagree over the meaning of Madda in this Hadith. It is translated here in 
accordance with the explanation of Ahmad Shakir in his comments on Jami' At-Tinnidju. 
See also Tuhfat Al-AIiwadhi and Nail Al-Awtar. 
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greeting and said: “Go back and 
pray, for you have not prayed.” So 
he went back and prayed as he had 
prayed before, then he came to the 
Prophet 41 and greeted him with 
Salam, and the Messenger of Allah 
41 said to him: “Wa ‘alaika as- 
salarn (and upon you be peace). 
Go back and pray for you have not 
prayed.” He did that three times, 
then the man said: “By the One 
Who sent you with the truth, I 
cannot do any better than that; 
teach me.” He said: “When you 
stand to pray, say the Takbir, then 
recite whatever is easy for you of 
Qur’an. Then bow until you have 
tranquillity in your bowing, then 
stand up until you are standing 
straight. Then prostrate until you 
have tranquillity in your 
prostration, then sit up until you 
have tranquillity in your sitting. 
Then do that throughout your 
entire prayer.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

1. This Hadith is known as the “ Hadith of the one who prayed incorrect.” 

2. According to many scholars, the Prophet 4§ has shown in this Tradition 
the obligatory elements of the prayer; without them, there is no prayer at 
all. 

3. According to this narration, all of the following are obligatory elements of the 
prayer: the Takbirat Al-Ihram the consecratoiy declaration of the Supreme 
Greatness of Allah, recitation of the Qur’an, the act of bowing and calmness 
in it, raising the head and standing upright, prostration and tranquillity in it, 
raising the head and sitting calmly composed. 
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Chapter 8. The Saying With 
Which The Prayer Is Begun 



886. It was narrated from ‘Abdullah 
bin ‘Umar that a man stood behind 
the Prophet of Allah jgg and said: 
“Allahu Akbaru kabira wal-hamdu 
Lillahi katjura, wa subhan-Allahi 
bukratan wa asila (Allah is Most 
Great and much praise be to Allah 
and glorified be Allah at the 
beginning and end of the day).” The 
Prophet of Allah said: “Who 
spoke these words?” A man said: “I 
did, O Prophet of Allah.” He said: 
“Twelve angels rushed (to take them 
up).” (Saliih) 
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887. It was narrated that Ibn 
‘Umar said: “While we were 
praying with the Messenger of 
Allah jjH, a man among the people 
said: Allahu Akbaru kabira, wal- 
hamdu Lillahi katjura, wa subhan- 
Allahi bukratan wa asila (Allah is 
Most Great and much praise be to 
Allah and glorified be Allah at the 
beginning and end of the day).’ 
The Messenger of Allah |jg said: 
‘Who is the one who said such and 
such?’ A man among the people 
said: ‘I did, O Messenger of Allah.’ 
He said: ‘I like it,’ and he said 
words to the effect that the gates of 
the Heavens had been opened for 
it.” Ibn ‘Umar said: “I never 
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stopped saying it since I heard the 
Messenger of Allah jgg say that.” 

(Sahih) 

jaj tjjLJl aJl& ^jA V \ « 
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Chapter 9. Placing The Right 
Hand On The Left Hand 
During The Prayer 

888. It was narrated that Musa bin 
‘Umair Al-‘Anbari and Qais bin 
Sulaim Al-‘Anbari said: “Alqamah 
bin Wail told us that his father 
said: T saw the Messenger of Allah 
3|§, when he was standing in prayer, 
holding his left hand with his 
right.’” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

This demonstrates that in the posture of upright standing the Qiyam in prayer, 
the right hand should be placed upon the left in a way grasping it. This is the 
course of action of the vast majority of scholars. Some Malikis and the Shiites 
maintain that the hands be left in their natural position along one’s sides 
without placing one upon the other. But none of them has what amounts to a 
plausible argument, never mind actual evidence. 

Chapter 10. If The Imam Sees JrjM H J* ~ ^ 

A Man Placing His Left Hand (m ^ U Sm 
On His Right ^ c 



889. It was narrated that Al-Hajjaj 
bin Abi Zainab said: “I heard Abu 
‘Uthman narrate that Ibn Mas‘ud 
said: ‘The Prophet |jjg saw me when 
I had placed my left hand on my 
right in prayer. He took hold of my 
right hand and placed it on my 
left.’” (Hasan) 
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Chapter 11. The Location Of ~ --JI ^sii cjIj - 0 \ ^JO 

The Right Hand On The Left ' ' .V' V 

In Prayer (T*\A aa>^iJI) s^Ca)! ^ JULiJI 



890. Wa’il bin Hujr said: “I said: 1 
am going to watch how the 
Messenger of Allah 0 3 prays.’ So I 
watched him and he stood and said 
the Takbir, and raised his hands 
until they were in level with his 
ears, then he placed his right hand 
over his left hand, wrist and lower 
forearm. When he wanted to bow 
he raised his hands likewise, and 
placed his hands on his knees. 
When he raised his head, he raised 
his hands likewise. Then he 
prostrated and placed his hands in 
level with his ears. Then he sat up 
and placed his left leg under him; 
he put his left hand on his left 
thigh and knee, and he put the 
edge of his right elbow on his right 
thigh, then he held two of his 
fingers together and made a circle, 
and raised his forefinger, and I saw 
him moving it and supplicating with 
it.” (Sahih) 

£*j I_jL l l 4ijli Jjl *>• j>- I t 

J yj u> s-tfU 

Chapter 12. The Prohibition Of 
Putting One’s Hand On One’s 
Waist When Praying 

891. It was narrated from Abu 
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Hurairah that the Prophet sg 
forbade praying with one’s hands 
on one’s waist. (Sahih) 



^ bdAs*- 

^ 4i 1 j^p ujA?- : J fj jjj 
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^Lba <£«j.a^ WY*:^ ,_$* >— »b * S jL^i l ^ J^dl ‘iljCdl 

AYf ^ jAj c<j 0C*>- 

Comments: 

During the performance of every major component Rukn of the obligatory 
prayer, one or the other position of hands has been prescribed. Placing the 
hands on the waist or die flank or the slender part above the hips is 
forbidden because it would contradict the legislated position of where the 
hand is to be placed. It has been stated that Satan stands thusly; or the 
Jews used to worship in this way; or the afflicted people stand in such a 
fashion while wailing and lamenting; or the denizens of Hell will stand in 
such a manner in Hell; or it is the trait of the arrogant. All these are 
s imil es - each s imil e points to the said act being forbidden. And Allah 
knows best!! 



892. It was narrated that Ziyad bin 
Subaih said: “I prayed beside Ibn 
'Umar and put my hand on my 
waist, and he did this to me - 
knocked it with his hand. When I 
had finished praying I said to a 
man: ‘Who is this?’ He said: 
“Abdullah bin ‘Umar.’ I said: ‘O 
Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman, why are you 
angry with me?’ He said: ‘This is 
the posture of crucifixion, and the 
Messenger of Allah ip forbade us 
to do this.’” (Sahih) 
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Chapter 13. Standing With 
The Feet Together When 
Praying 

893. It was narrated from Abu 
‘Ubaidah that ‘Abdullah saw a man 
who was praying with his feet 
together. He said: “He is going 
against the Sunnah ; if he shifted his 
weight from one to the other that 
would be better.” {Da‘ij) 
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Comments: 

It was the sacred custom of the Prophet 3g that he used to keep an 
appropriate distance between his feet. In the formation of rows, at least to 
some extent one will have to open up his feet in order to join them with other 
worshippers, but one should not open them disproportionately to one’s girth 
as this presents an ugly look. 



894. It was narrated from 
‘Abdullah that he saw a man 
praying with his feet together. He 
said: “He is not following the 
Sunnah. If he were to shift his 
weight from one to the other I 
would like that better.” ( Da'if) 
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Chapter 14. The Imam Pausing 
After Starting The Prayer 

895. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah used to pause briefly 
when he had started to pray. 
( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

This silence denotes reciting to oneself. During it, the Prophet 0 used to 
recite the inaugural supplication. 



Chapter 15. The Supplication 
Between The Takbir And The 
Recitation 



z'j~S3\ frlpjJl - 0° 
(YVY iUsil) 



896. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “When the 
Messenger of Allah 3 §| started to 
pray he would pause briefly. I said: 
‘May my father and mother be 
ransomed for you, O Messenger of 
Allah, what do you say when you 
pause briefly between the Takbir 
and recitation?’ He said: ‘I say: 
AMhumma ba ‘id bayni wa bayna 
khatayaya kama ba‘adta bayna al- 
mashriqi wal-maghrib; Allahumma 
naqqini min khatayaya Kama 
yunaqqa atjv-thawb al-abyad min ad- 
danas; Allahumma ighsilni min 
khatayaya bith-tjzalji wal-ma’i wal- 
barad. (O Allah, put a great 
distance between me and my sins, 
as great as the distance You have 
made between the East and the 
West; O Allah, cleanse me of my 
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sins as a white garment is cleansed 
from filth; O Allah, wash away my 
sins with snow and water and 
hail),”’ (Sahih) 

Comments: 

Concerning the opening supplication, there are various versions reported. 
Whatever of them one chooses of the authentically transmitted - it will 
suffice. 

• VU: C yj y>j 



Chapter 16. Another 
Supplication Between The 
Takhir And Recitation 
897. It was narrated that Jabir bin 
‘Abdullah said: “When the Prophet 
%£ started to pray, he would say 
tire Takhir , then say: ‘Inna salad wa 
nusuki wa mahydya wa mamati 
lillahi rabbil- ‘dlamin, la sharika 
lahu, wa bidhalika umirtu wa ana 
min al-muslimin. Allahummahdini 
liahsanil-'amali wa ahsanil-akhlaqi 
Id yahdi li ahsaniha ilia anta wa qini 
sayy’al-a c mali wa sayy’al-qhaqi la 
yaqi sayy’aha ilia ant (Indeed, my 
Saldh (prayer), my sacrifice, my 
living, and my dying are for Allah, 
the Lord of all that exists. He has 
no partner. And of this I have been 
commanded, and I am one of the 
Muslims. O Allah, guide me to the 
best of deeds and the best of 
manners, for none can guide to the 
best of them but You. And protect 
me from bad deeds and bad 
manners, for none can protect 
against them but You.)” (Sahih) 

\<W£: C t \o* 



jya jjm \ 

(rvr 5i>di) jJ & i 

^ j J&JZ- — A^V 

: J Ls Jl -Ljj ^ ‘ 

*3*^ i/! 1 oi 4-*- 1 

ys I -Lp ^ ji U*- ( jp 1 

'J3 £=Jsil \l\ *gp\ b\S :JU 

l S^r^J ^ 

d dhj-i M i_jj dJ 

^lll & 

i j^Sii ^fj ju/mi jjX\ 

JILpMI CJl Ml 

. «cj! Ml \gz Jd M f 



^l jjall 4>- jjil B$U*d] : gpPE J 



_ d Li . 




The Book of The Commencement .. 30 



wt sS 



Chapter 17. Another Type Of 
Remembrance And 
Supplication Between The 
Takbir And Recitation 
898. It was narrated from ‘AU, may 
Allah be pleased with him, that the 
when the Messenger of Allah 
started to pray, he would say Takbir, 
then say: “Wajahtii wajhi lilladhi 
fataras-samawMwal-arda hanifan wa 
ma and mmal-mushrildn. Inna salad 
wa nusuld wa mahydya wamamad 
lillahi rabbil-'dlamin, la sharika lahu, 
wa bidhalika umirtu wa and min al- 
muslimin. Alldhumma! Antal-maliku 
la ilaha ilia ant, and ‘abduka zalamtu 
nafsi wa‘taraftu bidhanbi faghfirli 
dhunubi jamVan, la yaghfimdh- 
dhunuba ilia anta, wahdini liahsanil- 
akhlaqi , la yahdi li ahsaniha ilia anta 
wasrif ‘anni sayy’aha la yasrifa ‘anni 
sayy’aha ilia anta , labaika wa 
sa‘daika, wal-khairu kulluhu fi 
yadaika wash-shami laisa ilaika and 
bika wa ilaika tabarakta wa ta ‘dlaita 
astaghftruka wa atubu ilaik. (Verily, I 
have turned my face toward Him 
Who has created the heavens and 
the Earth Hanifa (worshipping none 
but Allah Alone), and I am not of 
the idolaters’. Verily, my Salah, my 
sacrifice, my living, and my dying are 
for Allah, the Lord of the all that 
exists. He has no partner. And of 
this I have been commanded/ 11 and 
I am one of the Muslims. O Allah, 
You are the Sovereign and there is 
none worthy of worship but You. I 
am Your slave, I have wronged 
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myself and I acknowledge my sin. 
Forgive me all my sins for no one 
forgives sins but You. Guide me to 
the best of manners for none can 
guide to the best of them but You. 
Protect me from bad manners for 
none can protect against them but 
You. I am at Your service, all 
goodness is in Your hands, and evil 
is not to be attributed to You. I rely 
on You and turn to You, blessed and 
exalted are You, I seek Your 
forgiveness and repent to You.” 
{Sahih) 



Y* Y /VVI ^ bjL^> i— jL ZjLff ipi—a 

Avs : C ‘^ l j J*j ‘I ^ 



In some of the routes of this narration there is a clarification that when 
Allah’s Messenger commenced the obligatory prayer, he recited this 
supplication, whereas in some narrations there is mention of the night vigil. 
Hence, this supplication may be recited both in obligatory and optional 
prayers. However, in the event of congregational prayer, it is essential to be 
considerate to the members of the congregation. 



899. It was narrated from 
Muhammad bin Maslamah that 
when the Messenger of Allah ^ 
stood to offer a voluntary prayer he 
would say: “Allahu Akbar wajahtu 
wajhi lilladhi fataras-samdwafiwal- 
arda hanifa musliman wa ma and 
minal-mushrikin. Inna salati wa 
nusuki wa mahydya wa mamdti 
lillahi rabbil-'dlamtn, la shatika 
lahu, wa bidhdlika umirtu wa and 
awwalul-muslimin. AUahuma antal- 
maliku Id ilaha ilia anta subhanaka 
wa bihamdik (Allah is Most Great 
Verily, I have turned my face 
toward Him Who has created the 
heavens and the Earth Hanifa 
(worshipping none but Allah 
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alone), as a Muslim, and I am not 
of the idolators. Verily, my Salah, 
my sacrifice, my living, and my 
dying are for Allah, the Lord of the 
all that exists. He has no partner. 
And of this I have been 
commanded, and I am the first of 
the Muslims. 111 O Allah, You are 
the Sovereign, there is none worthy 
of worship but You, glory and 
praise be to You.)” Then he would 
recite. (Sahik) 
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Chapter 18. Another Kind Of 
Remembrance Between The 
Start Of The Prayer And The 
Recitation 



ijii jiA - OA 

(YVO 4ji=»cXj|) S^A^al! ^Us#l 



900. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa‘eed that when the Prophet 3 g 
started to pray he would say: 
“ Subhanakallahumma, wa 
bihamdika tabarakcismuka wa ta'ala 
jadduka wa la ilaha ghairuk (Glory 
and praise be to You, O Allah. 
Blessed be Your name and exalted 
be Your majesty, there is none 
worthy of worship except You.)” 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

1. In some routes of this Hadith too, there is mention of the optional prayers of 
the night. In other words, like other supplications, this supplication also may 
be recited both in obligatory and optional prayers. 



[1] Al-An‘am 6:162, 163. 
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2. Some Hadith scholars have commented on the condition of the chains of this 
narration. But it is worthy of being applied in practice due to its many routes. 
Besides, it is brief the supplication. The Hanafis have adopted only this 
supplication on account of its being brief and beautifully-worded, particularly 
for the obligatoiy prayers. They consider other reported supplications to be 
specific to optional prayers. But there is no basis for such a specification. All 
authentically reported supplications are permitted, regardless of whether one 
is performing obligatory or optional prayers. 



901. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa'eed said: “When the Messenger 
of Allah sit started to pray, he 
would say: £ Subhanakallahumma , 
wa bihamdika tabarakasmuka wa 
ta'ala jadduka wa la ilaha ghaimk 
(Glory and praise be to You, O 
Allah. Blessed be Your name and 
exalted be Your majesty, there is 
none worthy of worship except 
You.)’” (Hasan) 

•Wr: c ns'jSl\ J yj 

Chapter 19. Another Kind Of 
Remembrance After The Takbir 

902. It was narrated that Anas 
said: “The Messenger of Allah |g 
was leading us in prayer when a 
man came and entered the Masjid , 
and he was out of breath. He said: 
‘Allahu Akbar, al-hamdulillahi 
hamdan kathjran tayiban 
mubarakan fih. (Allah is Most 
Great, praise be to Allah, much 
good and blessed praise.).’ When 
the Messenger of Allah jjg had 
finished his prayer he said: 'Which 
of you is the one who spoke these 
words?’ The people kept quiet. He 
said: ‘He did not say anything bad.’ 
The man said: ‘I did, O Messenger 
of Allah. I came and I was out of 
breath, and I said it.’ The Prophet 
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said: ‘I saw twelve angels 
rushing to see which of them would 
take it up”’ (Sahih) 

1 * * ! ^ tjsi <Jti l* I >lj \ l gjPH 

i j^i\ ^ jAj t*o 4*L» iU>- 

Comments: 

He was short of breath: this demonstrates that this Companion (of the 
Prophet ii|) had arrived toward the prayer pretty hastily. Hence, walking at a 
fast pace, short of running, is permitted; although, composure and dignity 
should remain. 



Chapter 20. Starting With 
Fatihatil-Kitab (The Opening Of 
The Book) Before Another 
Surah 

903. It was narrated from Anas 
that the Prophet |g, Abu Bakr, and 
‘Umar, may Allah be pleased with 
them both, would start their 
recitation with: “All the praise and 
thanks be to Allah, the Lord of all 
that exists.”*- 11 (Sahih) 
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Comments: ^ ' C 

This proves that in every unit of prayer, the commencement should he made 
with Surat Al-Fatihah, because it is obligatory in prayer. It could suffice in 
place of other recitation, but some other Surah (of the Qur’an) would not be 
sufficient in its place. (For instance, the last one or two units of prayer). 



904. It was narrated from Anas: “I 
prayed with the Prophet g§ and 
with Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, may 
Allah be pleased with them both, 
and they started with “All the 
praise and thanks be to Allah, the 
Lord of all that exists.”* 21 (Sahih) 
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Chapter 21. Reciting: “In The 
Name Of Allah, The Most 
Gracious, The Most Merciful” 
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905. It was narrated that Anas bin 
Malik said: “One day when he - 
the Prophet - was still among 
us, he took a nap, then he raised 
his head, smiling. We said to him: 
'Why are you smiling, O Messenger 
of Allah?’ He said: ‘Just now this 
Surah was revealed to me: 

In the Name of Allah, the Most 
Gracious, the Most Merciful. 

Verily, We have granted you (O 
Muhammad) Al-Kawthar . 

Therefore turn in prayer to your 
Lord and sacrifice (to Him only). 
For he who hates you, he will be 
cut off.* [1] 

Then he said: ‘Do you know what 
Al-Kawthar is?’ We said: ‘Allah and 
His Messenger know best.’ He said: 
‘It is a river that my Lord has 
promised me in Paradise. Its 
vessels are more than the number 
of the stars. My Ummah will come 
to me, then a man among them will 
be pulled away and I will say: “O 
Lord, he is one of my Ummah ” and 
He will say to me: ‘You do not 
know what he did after you were 
gone.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

1. Concerning the explanation or Tafsir of A-Kawthar (the plentifulness or 
abundance) described in Surat Al-Kawthcir, there is a difference of opinion 
among scholars. Different scholarly Companions of the Prophet and the 
successors, etc., have advanced its different explanations, but by means of this 
sacred narration, its explanation has become known from the sacred 
utterances of the Prophet gg himself. It is a river in Paradise, which has been 
promised to the Prophet jg. It is extremely vast and wide. Its length and 
width are equal. Its pitchers and goblets are more than the stars in the sky. 
There is an explicit mention in some Hadith that whoever drinks water from 
this river will never thirst again. Its water is whiter than milk and sweeter than 
honey. Its fragrance is more pleasant than that of musk. (Sahih Al-Bukhan : 
6579; Sahih Muslim : 2292) 

2. This Hadith also proves the permissibility of sleeping in the mosque, because 
it follows from some narrations that this incident took place in the mosque. 
There is in it mention of the Prophet’s 3 g| climbing the Minbar ( Sahih Muslim : 
2296). This Haditjt further shows that one may sleep in the presence of his 
friends and loved ones. 

3. “After you”: it might be indicative of apostasy or the initiation of innovations. 
And Allah knows best! 

4. Innovation is such a grave crime that on the Day of Resurrection the innovator 
will be driven away from the Kawthar pond. 



906. It was narrated that Nu'aim 
Al-Mujmir said: “I prayed behind 
Abu Hurairah and he recited: In 
the Name of Allah, the Most 
Gracious, the Most Merciful, then 
he recited Umm Al- Qur’an (Al- 
Fatihah), and when he reached: not 
(the way) of those who earned 
Your anger, nor of those who went 
astray, he said: Amin 1 and the 
people said Amin.’’ And every time 
he prostrated he said: Allahu 
Akbar" and when he stood up from 
sitting after two Rak‘ahs he said: 
Allahu Akbaf. And after he had 
said the Saldm he said: ‘By the One 
in Whose Hand is my soul! My 
prayer most closely resembles the 
prayer of the Messenger of Allah 
*!§.”’ (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

This narration demonstrates that the Basmalah should be recited aloud in 
audible prayer but it is not compulsory. Narrations mentioning its recitation 
to oneself (or inaudibly) are numerous and they are more authentic also. 



Chapter 22. Not Saying “In 
The Name Of Allah, The Most 
Gracious, The Most Merciful” 
Aloud 

907. It was narrated that Anas bin 
Malik said: “The Messenger of 
Allah #g led us in prayer, and we 
did not hear him recite: In the 
Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, 
the Most Merciful. And Abu Bakr 
and ‘Umar led us in prayer and we 
did not hear it from them either. 
(Sahih) 
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908. It was narrated that Anas 
said: “I prayed behind the 
Messenger of Allah jg|, Abu Bakr, 
‘Umar and ‘Uthman, may Allah be 
pleased with them, and I did not 
hear any of them say out loud: In 
the Name of Allah, the Most 
Gracious, the Most Merciful.” 
(Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The narrations that state not to recite the Basmalah are numerous and very 
authentic. Hence, the usual practice should be so because the rightly-guided 
Caliphs - the Khulfa Ar-Rciskidin - were greatly superior to all other 
Companions in their knowledge of jurisprudence; this is particularly true 
regarding Abu Bakr and ‘Umar (May Allah Most High be pleased with them 
both). That being said, reciting it aloud is also permissible. 



909. Ibn ‘Abdullah bin Mughaffal 
said: “If ‘Abdullah bin Mughaffal 
heard any one of us recite: ‘In the 
Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, 
the Most Merciful’, he would say: T 
prayed behind the Messenger of 
Allah and behind Abh Bakr and 
behind ‘Umar - may Allah be 
pleased with them both - and I did 
not hear any of them recite: ‘In the 
Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, 
the Most Merciful.’” (Hasan) 
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Chapter 23. Not Reciting “In 
The Name Of Allah, The Most 
Gracious, The Most Merciful” 
In Al-Fcitihah 



P * yQ il> ; - or j^Ji) 
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910. Abu As-Sa’ib - the freed 
slave of Hisham bin Zuhrah - said: 
“I heard Abu Hurairah say: ‘The 
Messenger of Allah ^ said: 
“Whoever offers a prayer in which 
he does not recite Umm Al-Qur’an 
(Al-Fatihah), it is deficient, it is 
deficient, it is deficient, 
incomplete.” I (Abu As-Sa’ib) said: 
‘O Abu Hurairah, sometimes I am 
behind the Imam' He poked me in 
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the arm and said: ‘Recite it to 
yourself, O Persian! For I heard 
the Messenger of Allah j§| say: 
“Allah says: 1 have divided prayer 
between Myself and My slave into 
two halves, and My slave shall have 
what he has asked for.” 5 The 
Messenger of Allah % said: 
“Recite, for when the slave says: 
All the praises and thanks be to 
Allah, the Lord of all that exists, 
Allah says: ‘My slave has praised 
Me.’ And when he says: The Most 
Gracious, the Most Merciful, Allah 
says: ‘My slave has extolled Me/ 
And when he says: The Only 
Owner (and the Only Ruling 
Judge) of the Day of Recompense 
(i.e. the Day of Resurrection), 
Allah says: ‘My slave has glorified 
Me’ - and on one occasion He said: 
‘My slave has submitted to My 
power.’ And when he says: You 
(alone) we worship, and You 
(alone) we ask for help (for each 
and everything), He says: ‘This is 
between Me and My slave, and My 
slave shall have what he has asked 
for.’ And when he says: ‘Guide us 
to the straight way, the way of 
those on whom You have bestowed 
Your grace, not (the way) of those 
who earned Your anger, nor of 
those who went astray, He says: 
‘This is for My slave, and My slave 
shall have what he has asked for.’” 
( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

1. “It is deficient, it is not complete”: and the prayer ought to be performed 
completely. It follows from the term Khidaj that it is such a deficiency that in 
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the event of the occurrence of this deficiency the prayer will be invalid. This is 
because this expression ( Khidaj ) is brought into usage to describe a she-camel 
who has cast her young one before the completion of the days of her 
gestation - when the young one has not yet been formed completely. It is 
merely flesh all over; it is a stillborn which cannot be called an offspring. In 
other words, the form of prayer in which Surat Al-Fatihah is not recited 
resembles a mass of flesh which is of no use at all. This demonstrates that the 
recitation of Surat Al-Fatihah is essential for the wholesomeness of prayer. 

2. Recite it to yourself - to oneself, which means quietly, unheard by others - 
does not signify mere visualization or consciousness, because it is not termed 
a recital. And here the expression ‘recite’ is explicit. 

3. “Divided between Myself and My servant,” because the first half is praise of 
Allah, and the second half is a request of Him. 

Chapter 24. The Obligation To l - Of 

Recite Fatihalil-Kitab In The 5 ’ 

Prayer ’ <YA ' J 



911. It was narrated from ‘Ubadah 
bin As-Samit that the Prophet |g 
said: "There is no Salah for one 
who does not recite Fatihatil- 
Kitdb.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The phrasing of this Haditfi is general; it comprehensively includes every 
worshipper - the solitary worshipper, the prayer-leader, and the followers of a 
congregation. Likewise, the term prayer is also general. It refers to all kinds of 
prayers: an obligatory prayer, or optional, individual, congregational, audible, 
or inaudible. 



912. It was narrated that ‘Ubadah 
bin As-Samit said: “The Messenger 
of Allah -If said: ‘There is no Salah 
for one who does not recite 
Fatihatil-Kitab or more.’” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

1. Two forms have been described for the validity or wholesomeness of the 
prayer: (1) Reciting the Surat Al-Fatihah only (2) Reciting more than the 
Fatihah. This means only the Fatihah is obligatory; additional recitation is not 
obligatory. The prayer, without additional recitation, is considered valid. 

2. The recitation of Surat Al-Fatihah is essential in every unit of prayer - in every 
Ralc’ah - and not just one time only in the whole of prayer, because Allah’s 
Messenger jjg, while teaching one who prayed incorrectly how to perform it, 
had commanded him: do like this in the whole of vour prayer. (Sahih Al- 
Bukhaii - Al-Adhan : 757). 

Chapter 25. The Virtue Of 

Fdtihatil-Kitab 
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913. It was narrated that Ibn 
‘Abbas said: “When Jibril was with 
the Messenger of Allah jg, he 
heard a sound from above like a 
door opening. Jibril, peace be upon 
him, looked up toward the sky and 
said: ‘This is a gate in Heaven that 
has been opened, but it was never 
opened before.” 5 He said: “An 
Angel came down from it and 
came to the Prophet |j| and said: 
‘Receive the glad tidings of two 
lights that have been given to you 
and were never given to any 
prophet before you: The Opening 
of the Book (Al-Fatihah) and the 
last verses of Surat Al-Baqarah. 
You will never recite a single letter 
of them but you will be granted 
it.’” (Sahih) 
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Chapter 26. The Interpretation 
Of The Saying Of Allah, The 
Mighty And Sublime: And 
Indeed, “We Have Bestowed 
Upon You Seven Of Al- 
Mathanl (Seven Repeatedly- 
Recited) And The Grand 
Qur’an”™ 

914. It was narrated from Abu 
Sa‘eed bin Al-Mu‘alla that the 
Prophet jg passed by him when he 
was praying, and called him. He 
said: “I finished praying, then I 
came to him, and he said: ‘What 
kept you from answering me? 1 He 
said: T was praying.’ He said: ‘Does 
not Allah say: O you who believe! 
Answer Allah (by obeying Him) 
and (His) Messenger when he calls 
you to that which will give you 
life?* 21 Shall I not teach you the 
greatest Surah before I leave the 
MasjidT Then he went to leave, 
and I said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, 
what about what you said?’ He 
said: “All the praise and thanks be 
to Allah, the Lord of all that 
exists.* 31 These are the seven oft- 
recited that I have been given, and 
the Grand Qur’an.’” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

“Why did you not respond?” - This demonstrates that it is the characteristic 
of Allah’s Messenger jg that even if he summons someone while one is 
performing prayer, it is incumbent upon one to obey him and respond to him. 



[li Al-Hijr 15:87. 
f2] Al-Anfal 8:24. 
[3] Al-Fatifmk 1:2 . 
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915. It was narrated that Ubayy 
bin Ka‘b said: “The Messenger of 
Allah s|| said: 'Allah, the Mighty 
and Sublime, did not reveal in the 
Tawrah or the Jnjil anything like 
Umm Al-Qur’an ( Al-Fatihah ), 
which is the seven oft-recited, and 
(Allah said) it is divided between 
Myself and My slave and My slave 
will have what he asked for.’” 
(Hasan) 
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916. It was narrated that Ibn 
‘Abbas said: “The Prophet jg| was 
given seven oft-recited; the seven 
long ones” (Da‘if) 
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Comments: thx** 4 j C 

This is also one of the several emanations of As-Sab’a al-Mathani (the seven 
oft-repeated): That it denotes the first seven lengthy Surahs of the Glorious 
Qur’an: Suratul Baqarah, ‘Al-Imran, An-Nisa, Al-Mai’dah, Al-An’am, Al-A’raf, 
At-Tawbah (including Al-Anfal) because the theme of both of them is one and 
the same. That is why they have been recorded together. 



917. It was narrated that Ibn 
‘Abbas said, concerning the words 
of Allah, the Mighty and Sublime: 
“Seven of Al-Mathani” (seven 
repeatedly-recited):^ “The seven 
long ones.” (Hasan) 



:Jli JJ- }J> j£J - f -MV 

lH-j 3 s j!i* J- '-iA? ui 1 u* --iA 



111 Al-Hijr 15:87. 




The Book of The Commencement .. 44 






‘cMbr-d jA * AAA: ^ '. gt^psj 

l *i Oil 0 P j=r?- 0^ A*" 1 0 P OcM' (*-'“~ / ’ O 5, J-^ ^ (X <* / \ l \ y_j>- ^1) 

.(rv/u '.jijs? ^i) Ljhscii i>^ru ajI ^Ue. ^ 

Chapter 27. Not Reciting cjlA sfljaJl - (yv 

Behind The Imam In Prayers ' ' a - 

Where He Does Not Recite (YA£ ^ A** ^ ^ 

Loudly 



918. It was narrated that ‘Imran 
bin Husain said: “The Prophet #| 
prayed Zuhr and a man behind him 
recited: Glorify the Name of your 
Lord, the Most High.^ When he 
had finished praying, he said: ‘Who 
recited: Glorify the Name of your 
Lord, the Most High?’ A man said: 
‘I did. He said: ‘I realized that 
some of you were disputing with 
me over it.”’ ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

The Prophet’s jg rejection applies when one recites it aloud in such a way 
that his recitation disorients a fellow-worshipper or the prayer-leader. If one 
recites it in one’s mind or in a whisper that someone beside him or before 
him cannot hear, then there is no harm in his recitation. In inaudible prayers, 
one may recite additional Surahs besides Surat Al-Fatihah. 



919. It was narrated from ‘Imran 
bin Husain that the Prophet m 
prayed Zuhr or ‘Asr, and a man was 
reciting behind him. When he had 
finished he said: “Which one of 
you recited: Glorify the Name of 
your Lord, the Most High?” [2] A 
man among the people said: “I did, 
but I did not intend anything but 
good.” The Prophet ^j§ said: “I 
realized that some of you were 
disputing with me over it.” (Sahih) 
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Chapter 28. Not Reciting 
Behind The Imam In A Rak‘ah 
Where He Recites Out Loud 
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920. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah: “The Messenger of Allah 
finished a prayer in which he 
recited out loud, then he said: 'Did 
any one of you recite with me just 
now?’ A man said: ‘Yes, O 
Messenger of Allah.’ He said: ‘I 
was wondering what was distracting 
me in reciting Qur’an.’” So the 
people stopped reciting in prayers 
in which the Messenger of Mali jg 
recited out loud when they heard 
that. (Sahih) 
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Comments: 



The Prophet’s 3 g| denial in this narration was due to a follower’s loud 
recitation, because the prayer-leader encounters inconvenience only when 
someone’s humming reaches out to him. If one recites inaudibly without being 
heard by anyone else, what kind of annoyance or irritation would it cause? 
None, actually. However, in audible prayers, followers of the Imam have been 
explicitly prevented from reciting more than the Surat Al-Fatihah. Therefore, 
in audible prayers, followers may not recite more than the Fatihah either 
audibly or inaudibly. 



Chapter 29. Reciting XJmm Al- 
Qur’an ( Al-Fatihah ) Behind The 
Imam In Rak‘ahs Where The 
Imam Recites Out Loud 
921. It was narrated that ‘Ubadah 
bin As-Samit said: “The Messenger 
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of Allah |j§ led us in one of the . » _ . , . ss , _ 

payers in which the recitation is (/■ if ‘^5 J ui -hi o* 

done out loud, and he said: ‘None ^ <-**-6 J, c£ ‘■<+S*- 

of you should recite when I recite ' / * -c ' s 
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lil d.1 

ft 

AsxjUj 4jjhi£> ^ s»ljjUI ^ fc-jlj t O jj ., <?! I Ojb jjI OjLw»|] : 

c^UjUii ^ ^ «4i usij ^ juj c-o*- ^ ayc c ‘v 1 ^ 1 

t tj A*jt> if. ® ^ fr l . ■ I -? I i aJjjlj lesi jii\ > >b£ ^ A>t>r*^5j 

ljL>- jjjlj tjjJaJjljJl iljjj a5j ^ £*li J 

OjSi S j^S AftljJl iioU=>dij j) <j1 <J13 dr 4 d ji ^ 5^*- 

. AjJjVIi ^ ^lo^l i— il>- AptjUJI ^ «Ujjjl l^siju 

Comments: 

In some other narrations, it is mentioned that it was the dawn prayer. The recitation 
proved telling upon him (the Prophet ig). After having finished the prayer, he 
stated: you are probably reciting behind the prayer-leader. Recite nothing 
besides Surat Al-Fatihah behind the prayer-leader because prayer is not valid 
without it. This narration is at least of the Hasan level. (In Hadith terminology, 
the Hasan is a verified Hadith of the Prophet although it is not as strong as 
Sahih: the authentic). Hence, Surat Al-Fatihah must be recited behind the 
prayer-leader in audible prayers. However, reciting in excess of it is forbidden. 

Chapter 30. The Je JJ3 J Jc - (r> 

Interpretation Of The Saying *, y „ 

Of Allah, The Mighty And Sr^’j - J UJj* 

Sublime: So, When The [ft: oi^i] && 

Qur’an Is Recited, Listen To 

It, And Be Silent That Vou ( TAV *i"dl) 

May Receive Mercy 111 

922. It was narrated that Abu iUi £1 ijjUjl - tYY 

Hurairah said: “The Messenger of - ,c .... , , . 

Allah m said: ‘The Imam is &■ iJig j-l hiJi 

appointed to be followed, so when J ^ ^ ^ ,5^* 

he says the Takhir, say the Takhir, " , , . ; ' . 

diil (Jli :Jli OjJ^A 



w ^M‘ra/ 7:204. 
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and when he recites, be silent, and 
when he says: “Sami' Allahu liman 
hamidah (Allah hears those who 
praise Him),” say: Rabbana lakal- 
hamd (Our Lord, to You be 
praise).” (Sahih) 



'jS isu cJ^" 

:<Jls ISJ_j c li Yf ISlj 1 1 j 
lib hjj j^b I . o~Ws>- 4isl 



^jjlj l Cf° OjU Jjl 4p- f\ 2 

bj 1 1.../I ffj t ^ Vf : ^ 4(_j 'j£S\ jfi-j c*j bL>- ^1 ^ A£*l:^ 



; jjaj I tioils-'i/l ( j-j 4>uLt}| lUP U 

923. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of 
Allah «H said: ‘The Imam is 
appointed to be followed, so when 
he says the Takhir , say the Takbir, 
and when he recites, be silent.”’ 

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman said: Al- 
Mukharrimi would say: He his 
trustworthy - meaning - Muhammad 
bin Sa‘d Al-Ansari. (Sahih) 



4j -Mydlj 19 _fj (V-L-* LS* 

.4YWVT* 

bill _Lp u ^>-1 — ^YY* 

<ji -Lo^>r_a :ilj,CJl 

crt ‘o* ^ :JU 

:Jla iy'jfi, Ji If 

^*)3 J15 

. 8 1 U lijj t ^ 

1 0 1 j*} (J 15 

. ^jUaiSfl 



:^- 1^3^' l/ _?*j ‘(Jjh-H ^lajl : g,f*j 



Chapter 31. The Imam’s 
Recitation Is Sufficient For The 
One Who Is Following Him 

924. Kathir bin Murrah Al- 
Hadrami narrated that he heard 
Abu Ad-Darda’ say: “The 
Messenger of Allah £jg was asked: 
‘Is there recitation in every prayer?’ 
He said: ‘Yes.’” A man among the 
Ansar said: ‘Is that obligatory?’ He 
(Abu Ad-Darda’) turned to me 
(Kathir), as I was the closest of the 
people to him, and said: ‘I think 



pU^l pjiU J1 l\Jd\ - (X\ f^S\) 

(YAA 

: bil alf- jjjLi — ^Yi 

: <Jli :<JUi ^)fs^ 
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that if the Imam leads the people, 
that is sufficient for them.’” ( Daif) 
Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman (An-Nasa’i) 
said: It is a mistake to say that this 
is from the Messenger of Allah |j|, 
rather it is the words of Abu Ad- 
Darda’. This was not recited with 
the book. 



I : J t u p I I ouSj i 

jI ^ ff \l\ 

4lll (J jA j l j£’ IJa : J— p J la 

jlijjJl ^1 (J^S L«j| Uaj>- 

. c_jkSGl |Ja 



^ YTY *YT\ /\ : < j^a»j\A\ [<bjl j oijJ-iJ L_i... » . vg ] j 

'll" A US' <«3j ^ c/ 

< lAjl JjJ i pU> eljjj [^UJlj 



‘(jjCJlj iJpU? UJ> 4J ‘p-SUJlj 

Comments: 

Imam An-Nasa’i has offered explanation that the one who turned his 
attention and gave his opinion was the honorable Abu Ad-Darda ^ and not 
the Messenger of Allah ^§. In this statement also what is meant is recitation 
that is performed in excess of Surat Al-Fatihah. 



Chapter 32. What Recitation Is vy sslOBl y u - (H ^Jl) 
Sufficient For One Who > 

Cannot Recite Qur’an Well Cjijiil V 



925. It was narrated that Ibn Abi 
Awfa said: “A man came to the 
Prophet 0 and said: ‘I cannot 
learn anything of the Qur’an; teach 
me something that I can say 
instead of reciting Qur’an.’ He 
said: ‘Say: Subhan Allah, wal- 
hamdu Lilldh, wa la ildha Ul-Alldh, 
wa Alldhu Akbar, wa la hawla wa Id 
quwwata ilia Billahil- 'ally al-'azim 
(Glory be to Allah, praise be to 
Allah, there is none worthy of 
worship except Allah, Allah is Most 
Great, and there is no power and 
no strength except with Allah the 
Exalted and Magnificent).”’ 
(Hasan) 
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Comments: 

He was a new Muslim. He was not able to memorize the Qur’an immediately; 
learning would take at least some time. Since the obligatory prayer cannot be 
postponed, he was taught these phrases by way of a temporary measure. 
These phrases are known to all and sundry. A new Muslim should continue 
reciting these phrases and make do with them until he memorizes Al-Fatihah. 

Chapter 33. Imam Saying Amin ~ ^ 

° utLoud ' OfV 

926. It was narrated that Abu \£jJ- :dU ls> ^ /JJ- - ^Y*t 
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of , „ t ,i £ - , B * , , 

Allah j§ said: ‘When the reciter & o* 

says Amin, then say; “Amin" too, ju : Jli ^ tilL J\ 

for the angels say Amin and if a , - r „ tf£ '' r . ^ 

person’s Amin coincides with the I i>°' 'M” ; i|i 2^ 

Amin of the angels, Allah will ^,3 -j . Ui &*]| 6 ll 

forgive his previous sins.” (Sahih) s _ ^ 

. «aJ:> 

^r>-' [^>1 : 

4juh t (£ t /Y : -Uj>-0 j jts- ^ ^ jlxij 1 ^ W : ^ 

^ zjj ^ CJ) -up- 

Comments: 

This demonstrates that the prayer-leader utters Amin aloud so that the 
followers too might say it. 



927. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Prophet jgj said: 
“When the reciter says Amin, then 
say: ‘ Amin * too, for the angels say 
Amin and if a person’s Amin 
coincides with the Amin of the 
angels, his previous sins will be 
forgiven.” (Sahih) 



: J Is I — ^ Y V 

‘jJ ( yfi- hjJs>- 

:Jli ill ^ Lj) If 
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928. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of 
Allah sg| said: ‘When the Imam 
says: Not (the way) of those who 
earned Your anger, nor of those 
who went astray, say: ! Amin ,’ for 
the angels say Amin and the Imam 
says Amin, and if a person’s Amin 
coincides with the Amin of the 
angels, his previous sins will be 
forgiven.’ 5 ’ (Sahih) 



t - ^YA 

gjj (ji tj^>- 

u? 0* a* 

d y* j J15 iJli 

dt® lil® : ;jj!| 4il 

<jli I Vj 

JjjSj oJ_j ( j-^l Jjij aS«^)L«JI 

55-JtAd I (Jslj jj-*- 9 

. ®aJS ^ja Lo aJ 



^ AOY 1 — >lj t O Ijl./aJ 1 A«ISI 4 is-Ls a>-^>4 

. Ju L_J I jlilij ^ jAj 4 Aj ^0^4 XXj_b- 



jji- idlJU ^ Cx£ - ^Y^ 

^ 4)1 ol® '•‘t'y'jSt- ^J\ jfi- 
j ^1 |i|8 :dU 

^JJSj Li J ^XP 45\jt)Ldl ijrfh AX^lj 

■ 8 if^ 

4 SjUM tVA 1 i/j^aujL ^L 4 oli'ifl 4>-j&-\ '. 

4 A V j \ : I 4 a> -dll L« dj M 4 1 x 1 I_j \j I <_j L 

* * * : £ 

Comments: 

“All previous sins”: According to scholars, this refers to minor sins, which can 
be forgiven without one’s formulating the intention to repent. Intention to 
repent is, however, essential for the forgiveness of major sins. > 

Chapter 34. The Command To daiU- ^tslL jS\ - (Ti p^uJl) 

Say Amin Behind The Imam " (Y<\\ x^xll) 

930. It was narrated that Abu ^ tdUU fal L^J-f - ^T* 
Hurairah, may Allah be pleased _/ o , £ * ^ 

with him, that the Messenger of Ct?-> <a} ^ 



929. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah H§ said: “When the Imam 
says Amin, say ‘Amin, 1 for if a 
person’s Amin coincides with the 
Amin of the angels, his previous 
sins will be forgiven.” (Sahih) 
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Allah H said: “When the Imam 
says: Not (the way) of those who 
earned Your anger, nor of those 
who went astray, say: ‘Amin,’ for if 
a person’s Amin coincides with the 
Amin of the angels, his previous 
sins will be forgiven.” (Sahih) 
i j tVAY c^slilL 
t AV / Y : tkjJl ^ 



Jli lii® : Jli “Hi au! (Jj-i'j <1)1 : <cp 4j1 

AfKj^bJl l)j> Jjilj (j^jl 1 

. ®Aji ( j ^ U <U jAP 

i_jL t ol jN l 

C A) liDL« {jO (JjLJI Jlaj\j) 



Comments: c 

It is narrated by £ Ata 4* in Bayhaqi: I observed two hundred Companions of 
the Messenger of Allah j§§ in Masjid Al-Haram that when the prayer-leader 
said ‘ walad dallin (nor of those who go astray)’, the sound of their Amin 
raised reverberations. (Al-Bayhaqi, the prayer: p. 59). Abu Hurairah’s 
narration has preceded that he and his followers used to pronounce Ameen 
aloud. 



Chapter 35. The Virtue Of 
Saying Amin 

931. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of 
Allah jjg said: “If any one of you 
says: Amin* and the angels in 
Heaven say Amin, and the one 
coincides with the other, his 
previous sins will be forgiven.” 
(Sahih) 

i_s® j -® j ( aj UJJ Lo it-j a?- V A \ : ^ tJ I 

((JjCJ! jlaJl) i ^ 1 — ° a>- j>-' 

Chapter 36. What A Person 
Should Say If He Sneezes 
Behind The Imam 

932. It was narrated from Mu‘adh 
bin Rifa’ah bin Raff that his father 
said: “I prayed behind the Prophet 
3|| and I sneezed and said: Al- 
hamdu lillahi, hamdan kathiran 
tayiban mubarakan fi h, mubarakan 
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i alaihi, kama yuhibbu rabbund wa 
yarda (Praise be to Allah, much 
good and blessed praise as our 
Lord loves and is pleased with.)’ 
When he finished praying, the 
Messenger of Allah Ig said: ‘Who 
is the one who spoke during the 
prayer?’ But no one said anything. 
Then he said it a second time: 
‘Who is the one who spoke during 
the prayer?’ So Rifa'ah bin Rafi‘ 
bin ‘Afra’ said: ‘It was me, O 
Messenger of Allah.’ He said: 
‘What did you say?’ He said: ‘I 
said: “Praise be to Allah, much 
good and blessed praise as our 
Lord loves and is pleased with.’” 
The Prophet % said: ‘By the One 
in Whose hand is my soul, thirty- 
odd angels hastened to see which 
of them would take it up.’” 
(Hasan) 

(elpUll a jh-all 4J La tejLAjI 



ISjLs I dj 
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LgJli pj <U-15 sj ^ 
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lSCL JJil !;jL 
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Vijli Jj| *2>- jii-\ O^L^lj] ! gJj9U 



vaj <L^a j#- i * t : ^ v5 j i L .a U ^ ijdaju <-L-L» v_>L> v5 jI.aU v<j.LjsUj i YVV : ^ 

• jdl Jtaj ‘ ^ 

Comments: “ 

It has been argued on the basis of this report that it is permissible to utter 
Alhamdulillah (Praise is to Allah) aloud during prayer. And Allah knows best! 



933. It was narrated from ‘Abdul- 
Jabbar bin Wa’il that his father 
said: “I prayed behind the 
Messenger of Allah 3g and when 
he said the Takbir he raised his 
hands to the bottom of his ears. 
When he recited: Not (the way) of 
those who earned Your anger, nor 
of those who went astray), he said: 
‘Amin,* and I could hear him 
although I was behind him. The 
Messenger of Allah jgg heard a 
man saying: ‘Alhamdu lillahi 



\ j^>dl .lp Uj*>I — 
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harndan kathiran tayiban 
mubarakan jfh (Praise be to Allah, 
much good and blessed praise.)’ 
When the Prophet sl§ said the 
Salam and finished his prayer, he 
said: ‘Who spoke those words 
during the prayer?’ The man said: 
‘I did, O Messenger of Allah, but I 
did not mean anything bad 
thereby.’ The Prophet said: 
‘Twelve angels hastened (to take it) 
and nothing is stopping it going all 
the way to the Throne.” 5 (Sahih) 



ir? 1 

1 : JU 

!4il L l5l :Ja-^J 1 JUs 

Jill® -3^ Jli L^<Ij Oijl Loj 

o j 2 tg-gLg-i Us ISCL jJup LjI IajJiiI 
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l»i 11 : djS Oji t a c3f C-Jl iIoJaJI t l jJlJ -La I <Cj Jj»J j c AA * : <JIa- ^-L2j jLaJIjLp 

Comments: lib « J W 

It appears that this is probably the same narration in which after sneezing 
there is a mention of uttering this supplication. 



Chapter 37. Collection Of 
What Was Narrated 
Concerning The Qur’an 

934. It was narrated that ‘Aishah 
said: “Al-Harith bin Hisham asked 
the Messenger of Allah s$|: ‘How 
does the Revelation come to you?’ 
He said: ‘Like the ringing of a bell, 
and when it departs I remember 
what he (the Angel) said, and this 
is the hardest on me. And 
sometimes he (the Angel) comes to 
me in the form of a man and gives 
it to me.’” (Sahih) 
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935. It was narrated from ‘Aishah 
that Al-Harith bin Hisham asked 
the Messenger of Allah 3g|: “How 
does the Revelation come to you?” 
He said: “Like the ringing of a bell, 
and this is the hardest on me. 
When it departs I remember what 
he said. And sometimes the Angel 
appears to me in the form of a 
man and speaks to me, and I 
remember what he said.” ‘Aishah 
said: “I saw him when the 
Revelation came to him on a very 
cold day, and his forehead was 
dripping with sweat.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

1. The Angel’s assu min g a human form is evidenced by a good number of 
authentic narrations. 

2. His streaming with sweat even during a cold day was due to the strength of 
the Revelation, because while receiving Revelation, the Prophet had to use 
an extremely high level of physical energy. 



936. It was narrated that Ibn 
‘Abbas said - concerning the saying 
of Allah, the Mighty and Sublime: 
Move not your tongue concerning 
to make haste therewith. It is for 
Us to collect it and to give you the 
ability to recite it [1] - “The 
Prophet m used to suffer a great 
deal of hardship when the 
Revelation came to him, and he 
used to move his lips. Allah said: 



y\ :h£ i'jJA - m 
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m Al-Qiyarnah 75:16, 17. 
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Move not your tongue concerning 
to make haste therewith. It is for 
Us to collect it and to give you the 
ability to recite it.” He said: “(This 
means) He will gather it in your 
heart, then you will recite it,” And 
when We have recited it to you, 
then follow its recitation. He 
said: “So listen to it and remain 
silent. So when Jibril came to him, 
the Messenger of Allah 0 listened, 
and when he left, he would recite it 
as he had taught him.” (Sahih) 



: JIS ^ 
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Comments: *' v C tt5 ^' 

The Prophet’s 0 repeating them (the Qur’anic Verses) at the very moment 
of their Revelation was due to the fear that he might forget some of the 
revealed words unless he repeated them at the very moment of Revelation. 
But when Allah took it upon Himself to protect the Qur’an, the Prophet 0 
abandoned its recitation at the veiy moment of Revelation. 



937. It was narrated from Ibn 
Makhramah that ‘Umar bin Al- 
Khattab, may Allah be pleased with 
him, said: “I heard Hisham bin 
Hakim bin Hizam reciting: Surat 
Al-Furqan, in a way that the 
Prophet of Allah 0 had not taught 
me. I said: ‘Who taught you this 
SurahV He said: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah 0.’ I said: ‘You are lying; 
the Messenger of Allah 0 did not 
teach you like that.’ I took him by 
the hand and brought him to the 
Messenger of Allah 0 and said: ‘O 
Messenger of Allah, you taught me 
Surat Al-Furqan, but I heard this 
man reciting it in a way that you 
did not teach me.’ The Messenger 
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of Allah said: ‘Recite, O 
Hisham.’ So he recited it as he had 
recited it (before). The Messenger 
of Allah £g| said: ‘It was revealed 
like this.’ Then he said: ‘Recite, O 
‘Umar.’ So I recited it, and he said: 
‘It was revealed like this.’ Then the 
Messenger of Allah sgt said: ‘The 
Qur’an was revealed to be recited 
in seven different modes.’” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

The Companions of Allah’s Messenger *gg consisted of people who had 
various dialects. Since the Prophet jsg was of the Quraysh, the Qur’an was 
revealed in the dialect of the Quraysh. But when the circle of his adherents 
expanded, the non-Qurayshites encountered hardships in the recitation of 
the Qur’an. Therefore, Allah’s Messenger sought Allah’s permission to 
recite the Qur’an in other dialects also, and permission was granted to him. 
(Sahih Muslim, The Traveller’s prayer, Hadith 819, 820, 821). Allah’s 
Messenger jgg had been familiar with all the dialects and modes of 
pronunciation. He used to teach every individual in his own particular 
dialect. All the people were then made to adhere to the Qurayshite dialect. 
All other dialects were ended because the Qur’an had originally descended 
in the Qurayshite mode. 



938. It was narrated that ‘Abdur- 
Rahman bin ‘Abdtil-Qari’ said: “I 
heard ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab, may 
Allah be pleased with him, say: ‘I 
heard Hisham bin Hakim bin 
Hizam reciting Surat Al-Furqan, in 
a way that I had not been taught, 
and the Messenger of Allah j|| had 
taught me. I was about to interrupt 
him (in his prayer), but I left him 
alone until he had finished. Then I 
grabbed him by his garment and 
brought him to the Messenger of 
Allah m and said: c O Messenger of 
Allah, I heard this man reciting 
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Surat Al-Furqan in a way that you 
did not teach me.’ The Messenger 
of Allah s|| said to him: ‘Recite. 5 
So he recited it in the way that I 
had heard him recite. Then the 
Messenger of Allah gf§ said: ‘It was 
revealed like this. 5 Then he said to 
me: ‘Recite. 5 So I recited it and he 
said: ‘It was revealed like this. This 
Qur’an has been revealed to be 
recited in seven different modes, so 
recite as much of the Qur’an as 
may be easy for you. 555 (Sahib) 



l _2>\ !<u! U : cuiis <ul <J 

jS' O \ 

« I yl» I <1)1 aJ (Jlas c I 

(J J (jLflj l l^flj I 

«iyl» : J JIS ^ u£i» :3g| 4>l 

ijljill IJla oj I IdSlftii : jUi 
U 

. 



' ^ ^ * C ‘ Y • \ /\ : ^ jAj lAj liliU lLjAs- 

Comments: 

“So recite of it whichever is easier for you” means there is no restriction that 
someone having one dialect may not recite it in another. That is why a 
difference in recitation occurred between ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab and Hisham 
bin Hakim - even though both of them were Qurayshites, and their mother 



dialect was one and the same. It 
dialect. 

939. ‘Urwah bin Az-Zubair 
narrated that Al-Miswar bin 
Makhramah and ‘Abdur-Rahman 
bin ‘Abdul-Qari’ told him that they 
heard ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab say: “I 
heard Hisham bin Hakim reciting 
Surat Al-Furqan during the lifetime 
of the Messenger of Allah ;g§, so I 
listened to his recitation and he 
was reciting it in a way that the 
Messenger of Allah sgg had not 
taught me. I was about to jump on 
him while he was still praying, but I 
waited patiently until he said the 
Salam (at the end of the prayer). 
When he had said the Salam I 
grabbed him by his garment and 
said: ‘Who taught you this Surah 
that I heard you reciting?’ He said: 



was not forbidden to recite in another 
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‘The Messenger of Allah gg taught 
me it.’ I said: ‘You are lying, by 
Allah! the Messenger of Allah jg 
is the one who taught me this 
Surah that I heard you reciting.’ I 
took him to the Messenger of 
Allah *|§ and said: ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, I heard this man reciting 
Surat Al-Furqan in a way that you 
did not teach me, but you taught 
me Surat Al-Furqan.’ The 
Messenger of Allah jg said: ‘Let 
him go, O ‘Umar. Recite, O 
Hisham.’ So he recited it to him in 
the way that I had heard him 
recite. The Messenger of Allah jg 
said: ‘It was revealed like this.’ 
Then the Messenger of Allah jg 
said: ‘Recite, O ‘Umar.’ So I 
recited it in the way that he had 
taught me. The Messenger of Allah 
5H said: ‘It was revealed like this.’ 
Then the Messenger of Allah jg 
said: ‘This Qur’an has been 
revealed to be recited in seven 
different modes, so recite as much 
of the Qur’an as may be easy for 
you.’” ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

The seven dialects do not signify those seven modes of recitation which the 
reciters teach as part of the science of proper recitation (Qira’at). Those are 
the different styles of reciting the Qurayshite dialect. All the rest of dialects 
other than the Qurayshite dialect have altogether been eradicated. 



940. It was narrated from Ubayy 
bin Ka‘b that the Messenger of 
Allah jg was by a pond belonging 
to Banu Ghifar when Jibril, peace 
be upon him, came to him and 
said: “Allah commands you to 



: d I# j-iip lAr>- 

dji-d of <y. $ 




The Book of The Commencement .. 59 






teach your Ummah the Qur’an with 
one way of recitation.” He said: “I 
ask my Lord for protection and 
forgiveness, my Ummah cannot 
bear that.” Then he came to him a 
second time and said: “Allah 
commands you to teach your 
Ummah the Qur’an with two ways 
of recitation.” He said: “I ask my 
Lord for protection and forgiveness, 
my Ummah cannot bear that.” Then 
he came to him a third time and 
said: “Allah commands you to teach 
your Ummah the Qur’an with three 
ways of recitation.” He said: “I ask 
my Lord for protection and 
forgiveness, my Ummah cannot bear 
that.” Then he came to him a fourth 
time and said: “Allah commands you 
to teach your Ummah the Qur’an 
with seven ways of recitation, and 
whichever way they recite it will be 
correct.” ( Sahih ) 

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman said: Al- 
Hakam was contradicted in this 
narration; Mansur bin Al-Mu‘tamir 
contradicted him. He reported it 
from Mujahid, from ‘Ubaid bin 
TJmair in Mursal form. 
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941. It was narrated that Ubayy 
bin Ka c b said: “The Messenger of 
Allah jgg taught me a Surah, and 
when I was sitting in the Masjid I 
heard a man reciting it in a way 
that was different from mine. I said 
to him: ‘Who taught you this 
SurahT He said: ‘The Messenger of 
Allah gg.’ I said: ‘Stay with me 
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until we go to the Messenger of 
Allah jjjfg/ So we came to him and I 
said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, this 
man recites a Surah that you taught 
me differently/ The Messenger of 
Allah j|§ said: ‘Recite, O Ubayy/ 
So I recited it, and the Messenger 
of Allah ;|§ said to me: ‘You have 
done well/ Then he said to the 
man: ‘Recite/ So he recited it and 
it was different to my recitation. 
The Messenger of Allah said to 
him: ‘You have done well/ Then 
the Messenger of Allah m said: ‘O 
Ubayy, the Qur’an has been 
revealed with seven different 
modes of recitation, all of which 
are good and sound/” {Hasan) 

Abu ‘Abdur-Rahman said: Ma‘qil 
bin ‘Ubaidullah is not that strong. 



{y* : *0 \jijyu 

i*||| 4)1 J j-i>j :jUs oJa ClCU 
ill 4il J ^ :cuLoi 

IJjs ol t<ul (Jj/'j L : chJb clj' 'J 
JUs '.'JclAs' jA I SjjjJl ^ JfrYj, 
^1 <Jlis t Lgjl^oa K ! ^jT Ij 4)1 

:J?-^1J Jll Ke-Llr-f)) :s|| 4)1 

J j d jU5i lyb 

4il J dll j»j 4)1 

i J/-I ^5^ difyiJl Jjlf dl Ij* 

. ftuJ sli> ^$1? 

4*1 -l~p ^ J-5*- 0 ’ J-p jj! J15 
. dlld> 



l y> YAV4 YAt /A: ^ ^Llp 

i>->- Ja~> & '*'Y:r ^ jaj i<b U* ,vl 



942. It was narrated that Ubayy 
said: “I had no confusion in my 
mind from that time I embraced 
Islam, except when I recited a 
verse and another man recited it 
differently. I said: ‘The Messenger 
of Allah jg; taught me this/ And 
the other man said: ‘The 
Messenger of Allah jgg taught me 
too/ So I went to the Prophet 0, 
and said: ‘O Prophet of Allah, did 
you not teach me such and such a 
verse?’ He said: ‘Yes.’ The other 
man said: ‘Did you not teach me 
such and such a verse?’ He said: 
‘Yes. Jibril and Mika’il, peace be 
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upon them, came to me, and Jibril - s , , 

sat on my right and Mikael sat on ^ a)* !y' 

my left. Jibril, peace be upon him, JU. ojiLil ZajHil : 

said: ‘Recite the Qur’an with one " „ ' 4> ^ ' 

way of recitation.’ Mika’il said: .«ol£ uLi ij/! 

‘Teach him more, teach him more 
- until there were seven modes of 
recitation, each of which is good 
and sound.’” (Sahih) 

<_s* yj 4 y’j~£C>iA <b jikiil Aj>— > {jt ^5^0 y \\l /o -U^t 4?- y*-] 
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943. It was narrated from Ibn 
‘Umar that the Messenger of Allah 
H said: “The one who learns the 
Qur’an is like the owner of a 
hobbled camel. If he pays attention 
to it he will keep it, but if he 
releases it, it will go away.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

It is essential for the one who 1 
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as memorized the Qur’an to recite it 



frequently. He should pay utmost attention to identical or very similar verses; 
if one doesn’t do so, it is feared that one will forget what one has memorized 
the Qur’an. 



944. It was narrated from 
‘Abdullah that the Prophet jgg said: 
“It is not right for any one of you 
to say: ‘I have forgotten such and 
such a verse.’ Rather he has been 
caused to forget. Study the Qur’an, 
for it escapes from the heart of 
man faster than a camel escapes 
from its fetter.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

If one intends to prevent camels from straying, one of their front knees is 
tethered. Thus the camel finds it hard to move about. But it exerts its strength 
and struggles to undo the tether and free its knee. If it is left unattended, it 
gradually unfastens the rope from around its h ams tring and runs away. In the 
same manner, if the Glorious Qur’an is recited regularly, it remains secure in 
one’s breast. But if one acts slothfuily, it will vanish from one’s heart. 



Chapter 38. Recitation In The 
Two Rak'ahs Of Fajr^ 

945. Ibn ‘Abbas narrated that the 
Messenger of Allah jg used to 
recite in the first Rak'ah of Fajr 
Say: We believe in Allah and that 
which has been sent down to us ^ 
to the end of the verse, and in the 
second Rak'ah, We believe in 
Allah, and bear witness that we are 
Muslims. [3] (Sahih) 
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Chapter 39. Reciting: Say: O 
You Disbelievers And: “Say: He 
Is Allah, (the) One” In The 
Two Rak e ahs Of Fajr 

946. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah 
*H recited: “Say: O you disbelievers” 
and “Say: He is Allah, (the) One” in 
the two Rak'ahs of Fajr. (Sahih) 
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The author has distinguished between the Sunan prayers with the word Fajr and the 
obligatory with the word Subh as can be seen in subsequent chapter headings. 

[2] Al-Baqarah 2:136. 

[3] Al-‘Imran 3:52. 
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Chapter 40. Making The Two 
Rak‘ahs Of Fajr Brief 

947. It was narrated that ‘Aishah 
said: “I would see the Messenger of 
Allah j|| praying two Rak‘ahs of 
Fajr and making them so brief that 
I said: ‘Did he recite the Umm Al- 
Kitab in them?’” ( Sahih ) 
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Comments: 

The objective is to show its briefness, and not that she had any doubt about it. 
Particularly in comparison with the Prophet’s ^ Night Vigil, it must have 
seemed very light. 

Chapter 41. Reciting (Surat) ^Jall J> s^lyJ! - (i \ y»o<-J!) 

Ar-Rum In Subh ' 
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948. It was narrated from Shabib 
Abi Rawh, from a man among the 
Companions of the Prophet i|§, 
that he prayed Subh and recited 
Ar-Rum , but he stumbled in his 
recitation. When he had finished 
praying he said: ‘What is the 
matter with people who pray with 
us without purifying themselves 
properly? Those people make us 
stumble in reciting Qur’an.’” 
(Sahih) 
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^ lLLLJLlp * l'H: c tc s^31 ^ ci-j-bJlj tUVYtiV^ /nru/^tVl /r:x^-t) 
. £l»— Jl ^1 i-iiLJlJ^c- (jp tiljj-i »1 jjj «5* i^L-JL 

Chapter 42. Reciting Between jlL JL ^JaJl J fcljaJJ - (1Y j^Jl) 

Sixty And One Hundred Verses ' ; 

In Subh (YMJidOjyi Jl 



949. It was narrated from Abu 
Barzah that ihe Messenger of Allah 
j|§ used to recite between sixty and 
one hundred verses in Al-Ghadah 
(Subh) prayer. 
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Comments: 






In the dawn prayer, in relation to other prayers, the recitation (of the Qur’an) 
should be prolonged. It is perhaps on account of this fact that it comprises of 
the most minimal number of prayer units (Rak’ahs) as compared to other 
prayers. However, the prolongation of the recitation depends upon the 
conditions of the worshippers. 



Chapter 43. Reciting (Surah) 
Qafln Subh 
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950. It was narrated that Umm : Joj y d\'Jf £'j2 ~ f - 

Hisham bint Harithah bin An- . „ ' , i ,, 

Nu‘man said: “I only learned: ‘Qaf. o* oi <-*=**** u* a! 1 

By the Glorious Qur’an.’ 111 behind jUijI Ji 2jli cl .li* if jp 
the Messenger of Allah 0,; he used % w £ ; 

to recite it in Subh.” (Hasan) '-3r ^ :cJU 
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Qaf 50:1. 
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j ofIjJuI jl j^Aj <ua1s (\£\Y):^ Lh£ *u^»Jl «ula>- clS" 

. |*-1p ' «ujlj t £&>- ^ ^ J-* 1-L* j 

Comments: 

This Haditfi provides explicit and unequivocal evidence of the permissibility of 
women going to the mosque and offering prayer in congregation. It was the 
custom of many female Companions of the Messenger of Allah Ig. 



951. It was narrated that Ziyad bin 
Tlaqah said: “I heard my paternal 
uncle say: T prayed Subh with the 
Messenger of Allah gg, and in one 
of the Rak'ahs he recited: “And tall 
date palms, with ranged clusters..’”^ 
(Sahih) 
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Chapter 44. Reciting: “When 
The Sun Is Wound Round” [21 
In Subh 

952. It was narrated that ‘Amr bin 
Huraith said: “I heard the Prophet 
jg| reciting: ‘When the sun is 
wound round. 5 ^ in Fajr.” (Sahih) 
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[1] £?a/ 50:10. 

[2 1 81. 
[3] yt/-7fl/bvu- 81. 
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Chapter 45. Reciting Al- 
Mu ‘awwidhatain In Subh 

953. It was narrated from ‘Uqbah 
bin ‘ Amir that he asked the Prophet 
§|| about AUMu ‘awwidhatain. 
‘Uqbah said: “The Messenger of 
Allah led us in praying Fajr and 
recited them.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 



oiiUiT\ c^LJl -up 



Mu’awwidhatayn denotes the two last Surahs of the Glorious Qur’an - Surat 
Al-Falaq and Surat An-Nas. They are Mu’awwidhatayn because they provide 
refuge against the evil of magic and the jinn, etc. - nay, that is the very cause 
of their Revelation. 



Chapter 46. The Virtue Of 
Reciting Al-Mu ‘awwidhatain 

954. It was narrated that ‘Uqbah 
bin ‘Amir said: “I followed the 
Messenger of Allah |g when he was 
riding, and I placed my hand on his 
foot and said: ‘O Messenger of 
Allah, teach me Surah Hud and 
Surah Yusuf. He said: ‘You will 
never recite anything greater before 
Allah than: “Say: I seek refuge with 
(Allah), the Lord of the daybreak.” 
and “Say: I seek refuge with (Allah) 
the Lord of mankind.’” (Sahih) 



J-AaJl - (£"1 |i-?^Jl) 
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J; If ‘v =r <d H If 

JfSij o*-Jl : JIS jaIJ- ^ ilip l j£- 
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Comments: 

An elementary student should commence with the shorter Surahs and not 
with the long ones. ‘Uqbah bin Amir put forward his request to teach him two 
long Surahs, namely Surah Hud and Surah Yusuf, in the very beginning. 



Thereupon, the Prophet 3l§ guided \ 
955. It was narrated that ‘Uqbah 
bin ‘Amir said: “The Messenger of 
Allah said: ‘Some verses were 
revealed to me tonight, the like of 
which has never been seen: “Say: I 
seek refuge with (Allah), the Lord 
of the daybreak.” and “Say: I seek 
refuge with (Allah) the Lord of 
mankind.’” (Sahilt) 

y* AU s it- \ Js *_ 



Chapter 47. Recitation In Subh 
On Friday 



tim to start with shorter Surahs. 

: Jla <»lji — ^oo 

"f* if if if jifr 

oUT> : a&I J Jli : Jll 

. “4o^' \ j»4j CJfr^ 

jlj Sji*a> t pj — a As^ f \ l 

*YT:^- c^^SCJl ^ y,j 4 Aj y, yy>- 

£^aJl ^ 5£.|^JI - (tv 

(T ♦ £ 



956. It was narrated from Abu 
Hurairah that the Messenger of Allah 
^ used to recite: ‘ ‘Alif-Lam-Mim . 
The revelation of the Book”^ and: 
“Has there not been over man”^ in 
Subh prayer on Friday. ( Sahih ) 



ISj : j Lio yi x»^>cyo U jf I — ^ o 
b jf f j ^ 4 (1) L kL> iy L _ s fS 

I j^p jjj j j*s- 

i. p-jz\ y\ — aJ JaiUlj — jlliii 

:V £> » J 0 * 

^ «1) VS" AUl j! 



• 4^ j 43^ fjd 

lAM: C 44**»J| 4 _jIj 4(_5jl>xjl Aj>-f-\ ^^j>u 

(_y Aj OLLu lioUs*- yo AA * : y- ajj \fhj L« i — 'L 4<U^»J| 4j^lw>j 



•' *^ V: C </ fJ 



WAs-Sajdah 32. 
^ Al-Insan 76. 
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957. It was narrated from Ibn 
‘Abbas that the Prophet 3 §j used to 
recite: The revelation of the 
Book [1] and; Has there not been 
over man. pl in Subh prayer on 
Friday. ( Sahih ) 






: J15 — 

:J15 JJ- y £JjZ tijA's £ iSlje 
jjp — aJ JaiJJlj ~ \j^f\ 

if Jzr’r ui if ‘pd-La ^ i^J.1 j 

Jl \f. 5H (Sr^' of ’■ 0^' 



^S-U^Lil ^yaJl 

«& '& 



JjJ-wJl OjJjs- £jA (j^Ul jJajl) AV^ : ^ t ^-l—o <L>-j3^1 ! 

^ a» I yu Lo (_j9 *1>-U <w»L ia*^>*J! t \ * YA 

. ’ £^e> :JL5j y**- ^ ^ oY* 



gLr*" 



Comments: 

It is desirable to recite these two Surahs in the dawn prayer on the blessed 
day of Friday, but it is not compulsory. According to some scholars, on the 
day of Friday, it is essential to recite in the dawn prayer a Surah (any such 
Surah) that contains a verse of prostration. But their argument has no 
evidence. 

Description of the Qur’an Recital Prostration 

If the reciter is able to prostrate, he should do so. He should not just pass 
through casually. If one is not in a position to prostrate, he should simply bow 
down his head and perform the prostration symbolically with gesture - for 
instance, when a person is riding a bike or driving a car. However, if one is 
not able to prostrate opportunely, then there is no mention in Ahddith of 
one’s performing it later on. If one is listening to a recital (of the Qur’an), 
and he is able to manage to prostrate, he ought to prostrate. The Qur’an 
recital prostration consists of neither Takbir nor the Tastim. It is merely a 
prostration. And Allah knows best! 

Chapter 48. The Prostration 
Related To Reading Qur’an: 

The Prostration In Sad (38) 

958. It was narrated from Ibn 
‘Abbas that the Prophet jjjg 
prostrated in Sad and said: “Dawud 



jTyi]| u d - (£A |tJ>ouJl) 

(t’O ^ AjjLlJl 

ij. ~ *' oA 

uLt>- : (J 15 I 



^As-Sajdah 32. 
® Al-Insan 76. 




The Book of The Commencement .. 



69 






<■ xr’r oi If f- l J* ui j** 

J, IkZ, sg| tJi\ b\ '.fi- J,\ 

U& jj-t Sjjj ijli Ui_b»wiS : ij 'iij 'f 

a\"£1 

^ i(urAl: c tn/W-.j-Sit) .5b_J] :g>J 

'■ j ~> Jl [jel t^^ll ^ ... ji ^ ^-o*- 

. jJu N IJaj l xLs.j iSjjj l (^ 

Comments: 

Imam Ash-Shafi’i does not acknowledge the prostration for Surah Sa’d (38: 
24), because the term prostration does not occur in the verse. Other scholars 
acknowledge the prostration because here the meaning is very much that of 
prostration. 

Chapter 49. The Prostration In ^ - (1 4 

An-Najm (53) 



did this prostration in repentance 
and we do it in thanksgiving.” 
(Sahih) 



959. It was narrated from Ja‘far bin 
Al-Muttalib bin Abi Wada‘ah that 
his father said: “The Messenger of 
Allah gg recited Surat An-Najm in 
Makkah and prostrated, and those 
who were with him prostrated. I 
raised my head and refused to 
prostrate.” At that time Al-Muttalib 
had not yet accepted Islam. (Hasan) 



cl 



J Ip ^ .40 -Lp U^I>I ~ 

<yl : (JU {f. 9 y 4* cri 
: Jli fji :JIS (Jr 5 ” 

If y\ f- If 

ilrf *r4^' i>! -4^" d* I* 

:§i 4i)l Jj-Ij ly :Jli a-jI jp tiplSj ^1 

iM jJj <jl 



YMiY^o/otiY'/T: Xw y _yj [^y-p-] • 
. ii)L> yl 4iljj jd ^ 'Y*' 



Comments: 

When Allah’s Messenger «§| recited this Surah, the polytheists were also 
around at that time. They also prostrated themselves, because they were not 
the deniers of prostrating to Allah. Later, when their leaders chided them that 
it was wrong from a political point of view, they fabricated a lie that 
Muhammad j|t had praised their idols. What they said is far from truth: it is 
not logical, and it is not supported by any proof whatsoever. 
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960. It was narrated from ‘Abdullah 
that the Messenger of Allah i§ 
recited An-Najm and prostrated 
during it. (Sahih) 



■ ^ — ^*1* 

jjP \hjb- 

4)1 J yjt j jl : jJJl ±S If jjp 

• p->=di iy ^ 



( j^o oy*l . ^ >— jL 4 j 



Chapter 50. Not Prostrating In 

An-Najm 



^ ijp&UI £j> — 

(r»Yii*di) 



961. It was narrated from ‘Ata’ bin 
Yasar that he asked Zaid bin 
Thabit about reciting with the 
Imam. He said: “There is no 
recitation with the Imam in 
anything.” And he claimed that he 
had recited: “By the star when it 
goes down (or vanishes)” 313 to the 
Messenger of Allah £g| and he did 
not prostrate. (Sahih) 



' ci & ^jA ~ ^ 

i y. Ajd c y- - j^r cjy^j - 

<u ! Xs- {ji «U Jj l y& 

i *\ ^5 ! jLas ^l«NI oil jail C-jIj 

Jp \js Aj| 'ps-}j ^ 

jul % AA& HI 41 ' Jjh -5 



Ui J* 0* ° YV: C. ‘v^ 31 ^ 
cH (j - '* VT: C (*-*- 

Chapter 51. The Prostration 
In: “When The Heaven Is Split 
Asunder” E2] 

962. It was narrated from Abu 
Salamah bin ‘Abdur-Rahman that 
Abu Hurairah (led them in prayer 
and) recited: “When the heaven is 



i_jL *pr y >-\ : gjjAJ 

1 j3 *_ jU 

• ' * Y ^ : C ‘<A^' 1/ ‘*i A*^ 

jA ‘4^^ °if" *0^ 

-xlp «uii ill£ i}. 

S&t j»-jj A «X/* ^ 3 "Cr^ 5 -^' 



313 An-Najm 53. 

323 Al-InsMqaq 84. 
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split asunder.” 11 ^ and prostrated 
during it. When he had finished 
praying, he told them that the 
Messenger of Allah jgg had 
prostrated during it. (Sahih) 

lb jAj l*J rillla (j;Lj! 

J cf -y-j* o* '* v * : c 



ji ilia L^j 

• ill 

0 OyA;^ _f- 1 : 

c\«rr: c ^*o/^(^) 



963. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “The Messenger of 
Allah jg§ prostrated during: ‘When 
the heaven is split asunder ”’ [2] 
(Sahih) 
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964. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “We prostrated with 
the Messenger of Allah #§ during: 
When the heaven is split asunder 131 
and Read! In the Name of your 
Lord.” 141 (Sahih) 



Id Al-Inshiqaq 84. 
[2] Al-Inshiqaq 84. 
PI Al-Inshiqaq 84. 
^Al-Alaq 96. 
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^^>0 ll) Uii Lj ! <Lj3 Uj«>> 1 — ^ *t o 

Ji S'* 0* Cf. JZ erf' if Cf) 

<y! <y. i/) cf •££ 

.^Aij tsj.'jA ^ If- ^ 4>jUJl 

L5* J*J 44 ^ if °Vf 4s? j>-\j IjJjLJI Jeu\ -*S>] ; 

.\*n: c c^^Jl 

Comments: 

Imam An-Nasal, in this narration, has two Shaikhs : Muhammad bin Mansur 
and Qutaybah, while the chain is one. 



965. (Another chain) from Abu 
Hurairah, with similar. (Sahih) 



966. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “Abu Bakr and 
‘Umar prostrated during: ‘When 
the heaven is split asunder,’* 11 as 
did the one who was better than 
them (the Prophet H).” (Sahih) 

<rs» JljjJb-P, <YA^/Y:.u^t 



:Jll jy>& Uj^>4 — 

l jp- jJli- iy UjJl>- 

y\ jAi : JU ^1 IjP i&j-f J>\ 



i&\ lj^ ^ L-$1p 4)1 iy?j y^j 
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Mbj] 



: ©J* U ‘ 



O*' y» 155 >*-> • u ^ Cr 4 O^All^ 

Comments: •^ U!l t0UaiJI 

Imam Malik considers this prostration abrogated, but the present narrations 
fall against him, particularly the last narration. 



Chapter 52. Prostration 
During: “Read! In The Name 
Of Your Lord” 121 
967. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “Abu Bakr and ‘Umar, 
may Allah be pleased with them both, 
and the one who was better than 
them prostrated during ‘When the 
heaven is split asunder’* 31 and ‘Read! 
In the Name of your Lord.’”* 41 
(Sahih) 



(ym iis^ii) 

’‘dijy? if' 1 if < -' a J If y&*^\ 

J> |jj| y>- jj» j U 41 p 4)1 ^ j 
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[1] Al-Inshiqaq 84. 
l2] All-‘Alaq 96. 

* 31 Al-Inshiqaq 84. 
WAU-Alaq 96. 
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968. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “I prostrated with the 
Messenger of Allah gg during; 
‘When the heaven is split 
asunder’^ and ‘Read! In the Name 
of your Lord.”’^ (Sahih) 



jjj j Lx— dji* \*A/oVA:^ 
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Comments: 

1. Imam Malik does not acknowledge this prostration also. He considers it 
superseded. This claim, however, is not only without evidence, but is also 
contrary to the Prophet’s best practice (the Sunnali). 

2. Imam An-Nasai has formed chapters merely of the Qur’an recital prostrations 
in which there is difference of opinion (among scholars). He did not mention 
the strongly agreed-upon prostrations. 



Chapter 53. Prostration During 4«ajfi1 J> ljL - (or 

Obligator;- Prayers (r 1 * ii-dl) 



969. It was narrated that Abu Rafi‘ 
said: “I prayed ‘Isha’ prayer - 
meaning Al-Atamah behind Abu 
Hurairah and he recited: ‘When 
the heaven is split asunder’ [3] and 
prostrated during it. When he had 
finished praying, I said: ‘O Abu 
Hurairah, (this is) a prostration 
that we are not used to.’ He said: 
‘Abu Al-Qasim ^g did this 
prostration and I was (praying) 



& ^ y tej. - vu 

if ~ 3-^' iyXfJ _ (4^ 

if tfif'' -if if. !r% 

Wff : JIS £^\j 

I jii — “WX*Jl ~ O^L ip 

lib _L >JiJ ilePl 

ijfiu — xffi ~ if °jt f b I L : cdi 



^ Al-Insiaqaq 84. 
^ Al-Alaq 96. 

[3J Al-Inshiqaq 84. 
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behind him, and I will continue to 
do this prostration until I meet 
Abu Al-Qasim. 5 ” (Sahih) 



Lgj Jj>m itjll Li 

I Jljl 4 4 jLL>- lil^j 

•sHl iji 1 _Ja^ 



4 01 l— J I C-J Apd I jiaj 1 4 I ) b / OVA ! ^ 4 ^.L~a 



c^l jUJL. 
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Chapter 54. Recitation (In 
prayers) During The Day 

970. It was narrated that ‘Ata’ said: 
“Abu Hurairah said: ‘There should 
be recitation in every prayer. What 
the Messenger of Allah g§ made us 
hear (by reciting out loud) we make 
you hear, and what he hid from us 
(by reciting silently) we hide from 
you.”’ {Sahih) 
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971. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “In every prayer 
there is recitation. What the 
Messenger of Allah 3 gg made us 
hear (by reciting out loud) we 
make you hear, and what he hid 
from us (by reciting silently) we 
hide from you.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 



If the congregation is huge, audibility will be poor; whereas, nights are 
tranquil. Therefore, the nighttime prayers have in them loud recitation (of the 
Qur’an). 
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Chapter 55. Recitation In Zuhr Jt. 

oru i^d\) 

972. It was narrated that Al-Bara’ yl *J> iJUJ U^-f - V/Y 

said: “We used to pray Zuhr ' , £ 

behind the Prophet g| and we ^ oi ^ ^ 

heard some of the verses from y, J y £ tiU tiii 

Surah Luqman and Adh-Dhariyat _ a , # ; 4 , 

from him.” (£>«'«/) 3®5 <->!<*• & : JG S IJ)1 

yA oil'll _L*j *0 £-L!~XS i ^gJaJl 

. jJ!_j ijLaJU o_) 
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# ^iY':^ y jjsj c<j y |*L- y» AY ,, :q i ya* Jlj yliJl 



973. Abu Bakr bin An-Nadr said: 
“We were in At-Taff with Anas, and 
he led them in praying Zuhr . When 
he had finished he said: ‘I prayed 
Zuhr with the Messenger of Allah ig| 
and he recited two Surahs for us in 
the two Rak‘ahs : ‘Glorify the Name 
of your Lord, the Most High’^ and 
‘Has there come to you the 



narration of the over-whelming (i.e. 
the Day of Resurrection)?”’ [2] 



(Pa‘if) 
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Comments: 

The recitation in the Zuhr prayer is silent. But the Imam (prayer-leader) may 
sparingly recite aloud a verse or fragments of verses so that the followers 
could assess the recitation and realize how long it would take for the prayer- 
leader to go into the bowing posture and thus complete their own recitation 
in time. 



[1] Al-A‘la 87. 

W Al-Ghashiyah 88. 
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(r\ru*J i) 
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Comments: 

People would stand behind the Prophet M, (in prayer) with great enthusiasm 
and fervor. Due to the blessedness of his company and assembly, they 
experienced great delight in standing long. His spirituality would encompass 
them all. That is why his standing for long was most appropriate. There is 
guidance for brevity for other prayer-leaders. 

bil£. : '?A - Wo 
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. t/ yj 4^;' a? 4^*"- 4>” ' : C c5* 

Comments: 

The Fajr and Zw/ir prayers generally occur after sleep. It might take time to 
wake up. After awakening, requisite chores like relieving oneself, taking a 



975. ‘Abdullah bin Abi Qatadah 
narrated that his father said: “The 
Messenger of Allah 0 used to lead 
us in prayer, and he would recite in 
the first two Rak‘ahs and make us 
hear some verses. And he would 
make the (first) Rak‘ah lengthy in 
Zuhr, and also the first Rak‘ah .” 
Meaning in Subh. (Sahih) 



Chapter 56. Making The 
Standing Longer In The First 
Rak‘ah Of Zuhr Prayer 

974. It was narrated that Abu 
Sa‘eed Al-Khudri said: “The 
Iqamah for Zuhr prayer would be 
said, and a person could go to Al- 
Baqi‘, relieve himself, perform 
Wudhu 1 and come (to the Masjid), 
and the Messenger of Allah 0 
would still be in the first Rak'ah, 
making it lengthy.” {Sahih) 
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bath, use of Siwak, etc., demand time. Therefore, the first unit of prayer 
should be prolonged so that a greater number of worshippers can join the 
congregation. 



Chapter 57. The Imam 
Saying A Verse Audibly In 
Zuhr 

976. ‘Abdullah bin Abi Qatadah 
said: “My father told us that the 
Messenger of Allah used to 
recitp Umm Al-Qur’an and two 
Surahs in the first two Rakahs of 
Zuhr and Asr, and he would make 
us hear a verse sometimes, and he 
used to make the first Rak‘ah 
lengthy.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 



Apart from the dawn and the midday prayers, in other prayers too, the first 
unit should be prolonged so that people could meet their essential needs and 
could complete their ablution etc. and join the congregation. 



Chapter 58. Making The 
Standing Shorter In The 
Second Rak ( ah Of Zuhr 

977. ‘Abdullah bin Abi Qatadah 
narrated that his father told him: 
“The Messenger of Allah jgg used 
to recite for us in the first two 
Rak'ahs of Zuhr prayer, and he 
would make us hear a verse 
sometimes. He would make the 
first Rak'ah longer and the second 
shorter. And he used to do that in 
Subh too, make the first Rak‘ah 
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longer and the second shorter. And 
he used to recite in the first two 
Rak'ahs of Asr prayer, making the 
first Rak'ah longer and the second 
shorter.” (Sahih) 



A * 4^^531 y>j 

Chapter 59. Recitation In The 
First Two Rak'ahs Of Zuhr 

978. It was narrated from 
‘Abdullah bin Abi Qatadah that his 
father said: “The Messenger of 
Allah jg used to recite the Umm 
Al-Qur’an and two Surahs in the 
first two Rak'ahs of Zuhr and ‘Asr, 
and in the last two with Umm Al- 
Qur’an, and he would make us hear 
a verse sometimes, and he used to 
make the first Rak'ah of Zuhr 
lengthy.” (Sahih) 
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Comments: 

It is essential to append additional Surahs in the first two cycles of obligatory 
prayers, along with the Surat Al-Fatihah; but in the latter two units, Al-Fdtihah 
alone is enough. 



Chapter 60. Recitation In The 
First Two Rak'ahs Of ‘Asr 

979. It was narrated that Abu 
Salamah said: “The Messenger of 
Allah sit used to recite the Umm 
Al-Qur’an and two Surahs in the 
first two Rak'ahs of Zuhr and ‘Asr, 
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and he would make us hear a verse 
sometimes, and he used to make 
the first Rak'ah of Zuhr lengthy, 
and he did likewise in Subh 
(Sahih) 
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980. It was narrated from Jabir bin 
Samurah that the Prophet £j| used 
to recite “By the heaven holding 
the big stars’’^ and: “By the 
heaven, and At-Tariq (the night- 
comer, i.e. the bright star)”^ and 
similar Surahs in Zuhr and Asr. 
(Hasan) 



981. It was narrated that Jabir bin 
Samurah said: “The Prophet jj|§ 
used to recite “By the night as it 
envelops.”^ in Zuhr and something 
similar in Asr, and he would recite 
something longer than that in Subh. 
(Sahih) 
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m Al-Bumj 85. 
121 At-Tariq 86. 
Al-Lail 92. 
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Chapter 61. Making The 
Standing And Recitation 
Lighter 



(ru iuJi) 



982. It was narrated that Zaid bin 
Aslam said: “We entered upon Anas 
bin Malik and he said: ‘Have you 
prayed?’ We said: ‘Yes.’ He said: ‘O 
slave girl, bring me water for 
Wudhu’l I have never prayed behind 
any Imam whose prayer more 
closely resembles the prayer of the 
Messenger of Allah Jp than this 
Imam of yours.’” Zaid said: “Umar 
bin ‘Abdul-‘Aziz used to complete 
the bowing and prostration (without 
rushing) and lighten the standing 
and sitting.” (Hasan) 
t_s® jfc* J 1 jJ ^ Ua*J I Cj X»- Y Y 

Comments: 
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1. Since the obligatory prayer has to be performed by everyone, it is, therefore, 
incumbent upon the prayer-leader that he observes brevity in prayer (so as to 
accommodate the weak, the sick, the elderly, etc.). But the bowing down and 
prostration are the soul of the prayer. They ought to be performed with 
tranquillity and calm. He should not practice brevity in them. Although, he 
may abbreviate both die recitation of the Qur’an during the standing position 
of prayer and supplications that are made during other parts of prayer (such 
as during prostration). 

2. ‘Umar bin Abdul Aziz 4* was a Caliph. The fear of Allah, selflessness, 
trustworthiness, honesty, a sense of responsibility and accountability, 
admiration for knowledge - these qualities of his had made him so well- 
known that he is still remembered by the title of “Umar the Second.” 



983. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “I have never 
prayed behind anyone whose 
prayer more closely resembled that 
of the Messenger of Allah £g than 
so-and-so.” (The narrator) 
Sulaiman said: “He used to make 
the first two Rak‘ahs of Zuhr 
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lengthy and the last two shorter, 
and he would make Asr shorter; in 
Maghrib he would recite the short 
Mufassal Surahs , in 'Isha * the 
medium-length Mufassal Surahs 
and in Subh the long Mufassal 
Surahs ^ (Sahih) 

jQ Jill f if-\ jii\ i — ‘ U ioIjJuJI iolij i *j>- 



Chapter 62. Reciting The Short 
Mufassal Surahs In Maghrib 

984. It was narrated that Abu 
Hurairah said: “I have never 
prayed behind anyone whose 
prayer more closely resembled that 
of the Messenger of Allah jjg than 
so-and-so. We prayed behind that 
person and he used to make the 
first two Rak'ahs of Zuhr lengthy 
and the last two shorter, and he 
would make ‘Asr shorter; in 
Maghiib he would recite the short 
Mufassal Surahs. In ‘Isha’ he 
recited: ‘By the sun and its 
brightness’^ and similar Surahs., 
and in Subh he recited two lengthy 
Surahs .” (Sahih) 
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t 1 ’ Mufassal refers to the shorter Surahs of the Qur’an, from Surah Qaf (50) to the end. See 
TafsirJbn KatMr (Darussalam) Volume 9, page 215, the explanation of Surah Qaf. 

[2] Ash-Shams 91. 




